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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today from wherever you are. We are very glad to 
be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The season of Lent is a season of preparation for Easter, 
and traditionally has been seen as the principal occasion to prepare for 
baptism, as well as reconciliation. It is a spring-time of faith, where 
we focus on confession, self-denial, study, and giving of our time and 
money. Today on Mothering Sunday we give thanks for the 
nurture of the Church, and the gift of women and mothers to our lives 
and the Church. 
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship.  
 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
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The Gathering 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	   4	  

Confession and Absolution 
	  
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence 

to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Exodus 2:1-10 

 

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The 
woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, 
she hid him for three months. 3 When she could hide him no longer she got a 
papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the 
child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. 4 His sister 
stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 

5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her 
attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and 
sent her maid to bring it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child. He was 
crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ 
she said. 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a 
nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’ 8 Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called the child’s 
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mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, 
and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and nursed 
it. 10 When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she 
took him as her son. She named him Moses,[a] ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him 
out[b] of the water.’ 

 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
2 Corinthians 1:3-7 

 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and the God of all consolation, 4 who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we 
may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with 
which we ourselves are consoled by God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ 
are abundant for us, so also our consolation is abundant through Christ. 6 If we 
are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation; if we are being 
consoled, it is for your consolation, which you experience when you patiently 
endure the same sufferings that we are also suffering. 7 Our hope for you is 
unshaken; for we know that as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in 
our consolation. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn – For the Beauty of the Earth 
 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 For the beauty of the earth, 
 for the beauty of the skies, 
 for the love which from our birth 
 over and around us lies: 
 Lord of all, to thee we raise  
 this our sacrifice of praise.  
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2 For the beauty of each hour 
 of the day and of the night, 
 hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
 sun and moon and stars of light: 
 Chorus  
 
3 For the joy of human love, 
 brother, sister, parent, child, 
 friends on earth, and friends above, 
 for all gentle thoughts and mild: 
 Chorus  
 
4 For each perfect gift of thine 
 to our race so freely given, 
 graces human and divine, 
 flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 
 Chorus  
 
 
 
Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917) 
 

Gospel Reading – John 19:25b-27 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his 
mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ 27 Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is 
your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



	   8	  

Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
 
 

The Creed 
 

    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
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At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 
 

The Peace 
God has reconciled us to himself through Christ 
and given us the ministry of reconciliation. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

cf 2 Corinthians 5.18 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

Hymn – Now Thank we all our God 
 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
1 Now thank we all our God, 
 with hearts and hands and voices, 
 who wondrous things hath done, 
 in whom his world rejoices; 
 who from our mothers' arms 
 hath blessed us on our way 
 with countless gifts of love, 
 and still is ours today. 
 
2 O may this bounteous God 
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 through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts 
 and blessèd peace to cheer us; 
 and keep us in his grace, 
 and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all ills 
 in this world and the next. 
 
3 All praise and thanks to God 
 the Father now be given, 
 the Son, and him who reigns 
 with them in highest heaven, 
 the one eternal God, 
 whom earth and heaven adore, 
 for thus it was, is now, 
 and shall be evermore. 
 
 
 
Nun danket alle Gott Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) translated by Catherine Winkworth (1827-
1878) 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God, 
our light and our salvation; 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
From the beginning you have created all things 
and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. 
In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 
the crown of all creation. 
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You give us breath and speech, that with angels and archangels 
and all the powers of heaven 
we may find a voice to sing your praise: 
    
  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 
you embraced a people as your own. 
When they turned away and rebelled 
your love remained steadfast. 
 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, 
to be the living bread, 
in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 
He offered his life for sinners, 
and with a love stronger than death 
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 
 
On the night before he died, 
he came to supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
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Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 
All: Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
Father, we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory, 
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 
these gifts of your creation; 
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 
form us in the likeness of Christ, 
and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
 
Remember, Lord, your Church in every land. 
Reveal her unity, guard her faith, 
and preserve her in peace. 
 
Bring us at the last with Mary, John, James, and all the saints 
to the vision of that eternal splendour 
for which you have created us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
by whom, with whom, and in whom, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
All: Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our 

Saviour has taught us 
	  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup 
All: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes 
 
All: Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
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you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed 
are those who are called to his supper.  
All: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word, and I shall be healed. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life 
All: Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 

 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up 
your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
All: Amen. 
 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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